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Mr. Martin Hestmark 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region Vm 
ATIN: Rocky Flats Project Manager, 8HWM-RI 
999 18th Street, Suite 500,8WM-C 
Denver, Colorado 80202-2405 

Mr. Joe Schieffelin, Unit Leader 
Hazardous Waste Control Program 
Zolorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, Colorado 80222-1530 

3entlemen: 

N e  are requesting your formal approval to decouple the Operable Unit 2 (OU2; 903 Pad, 
Mound, and East Trenches) Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA; otherwise known as the 
3cological Evaluation) from the OU2 RCRA Facilities InvestigatiodRemedial Investigation 

he ecological risks associated with the corresponding portions of OU2 in each watershed. Also, 
o provide continuity between the OU2 Remedial Investigations and Feasibility Studies; 
iecessary ecological information, such as relevant chemicals of concern will be provided in a 
echnical memorandum. 

Ne believe decoupling the OU2 ERA would present a more technically sound approach than the 
:xisting, fragmented sub-basin approach for OU2. The watershed approach has been discussed 
vith staff previously. The proposed watershed approach will provide a more integrated, 
ornprehensive risk management dara for future remediation decisions. 
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RFI/RI). The OU2 ERA would be performed as part of the OUS (Woman Creek) and OU6 
Walnut Creek) ERAS, using a watershed approach. The ERAS of OUS and OU6 will include 
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I Ay staff will be coordinating a meeting to discuss our request. If you have any questions, 
llease contact Scott Grace at 966-7199. i 
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Sincerely, 

Steven W. Slaten 
IAG Project Coordinator 
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